Toronto Open Swing Dance Championships
2008 Competition Rules

A. About our Event

C. Qualifying to Compete at our event

2008 is the inaugural year for the Toronto Openn§wil. General requirements for competitors.To compete at
Dance Championships and we intend to make it amanrour event, you must:
weekend dance event brought to you by Swing Plus

Productions Ltd. located in Toronto, Ontario, Camad

(a) Have a full weekend package ticket;

Final decision on any matter related to our contipetirests (b) Register for each competition by the officiahtry
with the Event Directors on behalf of Swing Pludeadline ( See the weekend schedule );

Productions Ltd.

(c) Pay any required entry fees;

Toronto Open Swing Dance Championship and Swing Plu
Productions Ltd. are both members of the World $wifd) Attend all mandatory competitor meetings; and
Dance Council (WSDC). For more information about th

WSDC, visitwww.swingdancecouncil.com

B. Our competition events

We are offering the following competitions for 2008

West Coast Swing Jack & Jill(random Partners)

Newcomer
Novice division
Intermediate division
Masters division(age 50+)
Advanced division
Rising Star — WCS Classic
Strictly West Coast Swing( just dance )
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
West Coast Teams
Lindy Jack & Jill (Random partners)
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Lindy Showcase( routines )
Strictly Lindy (just dance)
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Strictly Balboa
Lindy Teams
Pro Am - Male/Female Lindy & WCS
Novice & Intermediate
Cabaret

Toronto Open Swing Dance Champions

(e) Meet all other specific entry requirements ioetd in
these rules.

2. Multiple registrations. Multiple registrations are
allowed. You may enter any competitions for whiabuy
meet the specific entry requirements. However, qgazote
that:

(a) You may enter each competition only once.

(b) In competitions with multiple divisions (Westo&st
Swing Jack & Jill, Strictly Swing ) you may entemly one
division.

(c) If you enter more than one couples competiftnictly
Swing, Strictly Lindy, Lindy Showcase) you must dan
with a different partner in each competition.

3. Age requirements. You must meet the specific age
requirements to enter our competitions. Proof &f axgqy be
required when you register to compete.

4. Waiver form. Before you compete, you must sign the
appropriate legal waiver on the entry form. YoulwWOT

be permitted to compete without a signed waivemfofif
you are under 18, your parent or guardian must Hign
waiver for you.)
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D. Entering our Jack & Jill competitions
Our Jack & Jill competitions are designed to higiili You may compete in this division if ANY of the folking
skills in spontaneous swing dancing and the abtiity apply:
dance well with a variety of partners. A bit of¢kiof the (a) You are relatively new to competition and haten
draw’ comes into play as well. Competitors enter @grned any WSDC points; OR
individuals, are randomly assigned partners, amteldao (b) You have earned fewer than 20 Novice/Newcoroer,
music selected in advance by our competition DJ. Junior points in the past five years; OR

(c) You have earned 20 or more Novice/Newcomer, or
To enter our Jack & Jill divisions (except Mastesg)u Junior points (and no points at a higher level) e not
must be at least 13 years old. (If you are underyd®@ won L' place in a Novice Jack & Jill competition; OR
must have your parent or guardian’s consent. And y@) You submit a successful petition to competetha
should be comfortable social dancing with adults aonlevel (see section J).
regular basis.)

1c. Intermediate Jack & Jill. This division is intended for
Male competitors must enter as ‘leaders’ and femalancers with some previous competition experienud a
competitors must enter as ‘followers’. success at the national level. You may competehis t
division if ANY of the following apply;
1. West Coast Swing Jack & Jill competitionsWe are
offering five WCS divisions. You may only enter oné) You already compete at the Intermediate lendllzave
division. (You may also choose to enter our Lindgkl& earned Intermediate points (and no points at aehilgivel)
Jill competition.) There is no limit on the totaimber of in the past five years; OR
entries in each division.
(b) You have earned 20 or more Novice/Newcomer or
We use the World Swing Dance Council Points Registiunior points (Including at least ong fdlace win) and are
to determine eligibility for each WCS division. ost ready to move up to the Intermediate level; OR
cases you should enter the highest division forctvlyiou
qualify. However, we recommend that you continue (6) You submit a successful petition to competeha
compete in a lower division until you have earnbd tlevel (see section J).
WSDC points to move up AND have at least ofiglace
win. 1d, Masters, Jack & Jill. This division is intended for
experienced, mature, WCS competitors. You may enter
1a. Newcomer Jack & Jill This division is intended for this division if you are at least 50 years old god know
dancers with little or no prior competition expede. To the basic WCS patterns. (See the Novice Jack & Jill
enter this division you should know at least theiba division for a list of the basic patterns).
patterns listed under the Novice Jack & Jill beland
have accumulated O — 4 points in previous competiti  Note: If you qualify for another WCS division, yeoust
choose whether to enter Masters division OR thesroth
1b. Novice Jack & Jill. This division is intended for division. You may enter only one WCS division.
dancers with little or no prior competition expege at
the national level and have accumulated 0 — 19 d¢ovile. Advanced Jack & Jill. This division is intended for
points. To enter this division, you should knoweatst the dancers with significant competition experience and
following basic patterns: starter’'s step, basicowwut, success at the national level. You may enter tivisidn if
tuck and turn throwout, underarm turn. Left sidesgpa ANY of the following apply:
right side pass, push break, whip, lock whip, wkip (a) You already compete at the Advanced leveltenad
closed, and whip to inside turn, outside turn, hatlind- earned Advanced points (and no points at a highe)l in
the-back hand change variations. the past five years; OR
(b) You have earned 30 or more Intermediate points
(including at least one™lplace win) and are ready to move
up to the Advanced level; OR
(¢) You submit a successful petition to competahat
level (see section J).
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1f Champions Jack & Jill. If offered this division is E. Entering our Strictly WCS competitions

intended for the top national level WCS competitofeu Our Strictly West Coast Swing competitions are giesil to

may compete in this division if ANY of the followgnapply: highlight skills in spontaneous WCS dancing witkchesen
partner. Competitors enter as a couple and daneeutic

(a) You already compete at the Champions level gk selected in advance by our Competition DJ.

finished in the top five places in three or morea@pions or

Invitational Jack & Jill competitions in the pastef years; We are offering three divisions. You may enter onlye

OR division. You must enter the highest division fonhigh you
or your partner qualifies. There is no limit on thetal

(b) You have won ‘i place in any NASDE Classic omumber of entries in each division.

Showcase competition in the past five years; OR

To enter you must be at least 13 years old. (Uf e under
(c) You have taught a swing dance workshop as witeth 18, you must have your parent or guardian’s congsent
instructor at competitions within a 400 mile radia$
Toronto; OR If you are entering other couples competitions, youst
dance with a different partner in each competition.
(d) You submit a successful petition to competéhest level
(see section J). Because you choose you own partner there are trctiesis
on gender or lead. Traditional and non-traditicc@iples are
2. Lindy Jack & Jill. We are offering three Lindy divisionswelcome. You and your partner may choose leadovolor
You may enter only one division. ( You may also@$®to switch roles during your dance.
enter our West Coast Swing Jack & Jill competifidrhere
is no limit on the total number of entries in ealolision. 1. Novice Strictly WCS. This division is intended for
dancers with limited competition experience at tiagional
2a Novice Lindy Jack & Jill. This division is intended forlevel. You must enter this division if you AND yopartner
dancers with little or no prior competition expeite at the both qualify for the Novice WCS Jack & Jill divisiaunder
national level. You should have good Lindy basiududing our rules (see section D).
underarm turns ( inside and outside), throwouts, laghind

the back hand change variations. 2. Intermediate Strictly WCS. This division is intended for
_ _ _ ~ dancers with some previous competition experiencd a
2b Intermediate Lindy Jack & Jill.  This division is success at the national level. You must enterdivision if

intended for dancers with some previous competitipgou OR your partner qualify for the Intermediate ®/Qack
experience and success at the national level. Yay rg& Jill division (and neither partner qualifies foour
compete in this division if: Advanced, All-Stars, or Champions WCS Jack & Jill
(a) You already compete at the Intermediate 16D#; division) under our rules (see section D).

(b) You have at least oné' place win and are ready to move. Advanced Strictly WCS. This division is for dancers with
up to the Intermediate level; significant competition experience and succesBeahational
level. You must enter this division if you OR yopartner
2c Advanced Lindy Jack & Jill. This division is intended qualify for the Advanced or All-Stars WCS Jack &Ll
for the dancers with significant competition expade and division ( and neither partner qualifies for oura@ipions
success at the national level. You may competehia tWCS Jack & Jill division) under our rules ( seetigecD).
division if:
(@) You already compete at the Advanced level; OR

(b) You have at least oné flace win and are ready to move
up to the Advanced level.
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F. Entering our Strictly Lindy competition Our Competition Director ( or other competition ioidl
Our Strictly Lindy Competition is designed to higjtit skills designated by our Competition Director ) will renvigiour
in spontaneous Lindy dancing with a chosen partneetition (in consultation with the Chief Judge a@ahtestant
Competitors enter as a couple and dance to LindgianlRepresentative, if necessary ) and approve or demny
selected in advance by our Competition DJ. request. Our Competition Director will notify yos aoon as

possible ( no later than the contestant meeting }the
We are offering three divisions. You may enteryoahe decision. If you are requesting to change divisiopsu
division. You must enter the highest division fonieh you should attend the contestant meeting and be prp@are
or your partner qualifies. There is no limit on thatal compete in the original division if your petitios denied.
number of entries in each division.

H. Our verification of your eligibility
To enter you must be at least 13 years old. ( Uf e under We will verify that you are eligible for the comjigins you
18, you must have your parent or guardian’s consent enter by checking the WSDC Points Registry ( artieot
sources of information, if applicable). In some esag for
If you are entering other couples competitions, youst example, if you submit a petition or do not have tequired
dance with a different partner in each competition. WSDC points), we may reassign you to a differewisibn.

Because you choose you own partner there are trictiess If you have concerns that other contestants arereshtn an
on gender or lead. Traditional and non-traditics@iples are incorrect division or are ineligible, please inforwur
welcome. You and your partner may choose leadpviglbr Competition Director, Chief Judge, or Contestant
switch roles during your dance. Representative privately, as soon as possible, We w
investigate and take appropriate action, if neagssa
1. Novice Strictly Lindy. This division is intended for
dancers with limited competition experience at tiagional If we determine before or during a competition that have
level. You must enter this division if you AND yopartner registered for the wrong division or are not eligjbve will
both qualify for the Novice Lindy Jack & Jill divan under reassign you to the correct division (if possitbegllow you
our rules (see section D). to withdraw. If we discover your error after thadls, we
will drop you out of the awards. If we made theoerand
2. Intermediate Strictly Lindy. This division is intended for assigned you incorrectly, no penalty will be apglie
dancers with some previous competition experienod a
success at the national level. You must enterdhision if |, OQur responsibilities as the organizer
you OR your partner qualify for the Intermediatedy Jack 1. Selecting the competition officialsWe will select all
& Jill division (and neither partner qualifies foour competition officials in advance, including a paogjudges,
Advanced Lindy Jack & Jill division) under our ral¢see Chief Judge, Contestant Representative, Scorer, MC,
section D). Competition DJ, and Timekeeper. We will provide tizenes
of these officials prior to the event on our flyarsd web site.
3. Advanced Strictly Lindy. This division is for dancerswe will announce the judges for each competitiothatstart
with significant competition experience and succatshe of the competition.
national level. You must enter this division if y@R your
partner qualify for the Advanced Lindy Jack & Jldivision. 2. Appointing a Competition Director. We will appoint a
Competition Director as our official representatige the
G. Submitting a petition event. Our Competition Director (in consultationtiwithe
It is our goal to encourage you to compete withrymeers. If Chief Judge, Contestant Representative, and other
you are unclear about which competition or divisismight competition official) will clarify any competitiorrelated
for you. Check with our competition Director, Chigfidge, questions before and during the event.
or Contestant Representative before you register.

3. Determining the rules and schedulewWe will determine
If you want to enter a competition for which you miat meet the rules for our competition and post them in adeson our
the entry requirements stated in these rules, ot teachange Website. We will also post a tentative scheduléniisthe
divisions in a competition with more than one dimis you times for all meetings, competitions and awards. Wik
may submit a petition. When you register, writédbrdef follow our announced rules and schedule as much as
explanation of the reason(s) for your request @nlthck of possible. If we need to make any last minute change will
the entry form and submit it with your entry feefdse the announce them at the event.
contest registration deadline.
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4. Registering contestants and verifying eligibilg. Entry If you miss a meeting without prior approval fronuro
forms will be available in advance on our Web sated Competition Director, we will not allow you to coete and
during the event at our contest registration dés&e our you will forfeit your entry fee. For the couplesngpetitions
weekend schedule for hours). We will verify thatuyare (Strictly Lindy, Strictly WCS ) you or your partnanay
eligible for each competition you enter. represent both of you at the meeting. However, lodthou
are responsible for matters discussed at the ngeetin
5. Holding all competitions, or modifying them if
necessary.We will do everything we can to hold all our. being prepared to compete
competitions as planned. If necessary, we may dxtee You should be in the ballroom at least ten minygger to
registration deadline or change the eligibility umgments ( the start of your competition. Remember to bringirybib
for example, by combining divisions ) if we receivaumber ( we will charge you a replacement fee & $you
insufficient entries. If we must cancel a competifiwe will lose it). If you miss the competition or withdravtea the
refund your entry feeand we may invite you to perform amegistration deadline, you will forfeit your entige.
exhibition instead.
5. Demonstrating good sporting conduct at all times
6. Scoring the resultsWe will select a qualified Scorer. WeYou must demonstrate good sporting conduct botanahoff
will use callbacks for all preliminary and semifiteats, and the competition floor. This includes treating yopartner,
relative placement for all finals. ( A detailed &qmation of other competitors, competition officials, spectatand the
callbacks and relative placement will be available our event itself with respect. Demonstrating a pooituate by
Web site and at the contest registration desk.)Saorer will behaving in ways that the judges deem inappropraate
post the judges’ callbacks and final placement difte award disrespectful may result in a violation penalty.
ceremony.
6. Using only appropriate channels to communicategur
J. Your responsibilities as a competitor concerns. If you have questions or concerns about our
1. Planning ahead.You should check the event schedulompetitions, you should use appropriate chanmelshare
well in advance and plan to arrive in time to mmat contest your concerns, such as contestant meetings or teriva
registration deadlines and attend all contestardgtimgs for discussions with our Competition Director, Chiefide, or
the competitions you enter. You should bring appete Contestant Representative. You are not allowedésspire,
competition attire. Be sure to check when you arfir any challenge, or argue with our judges. If you ha@sgerbally
last minute changes to our schedule. abuse a judge or other competition official, we [wil
disqualify you and may also ban you from competihg@ur
2. Knowing the rules. You should read the competitiorevent in the future.
rules carefully prior to the contestant meeting.uYare
responsible for following our rules whether you éaead 7. Checking how you did. Our Scorer will post the judges’
them or not. If you have questions, you should tagkn at callbacks and final placements after the awardsu Way
the contestant meeting, or contact our Competibiector review this information for approximately one hafter the
ahead of time. awards to see how you did.( If you are unable toere
posted scores at the event, contact our Compeficgctor
3. Attending contestant meetings.You must attend theafter you get home.)
contestant meeting for each competition you havered (
see the weekend schedule for times ) The purposteofK. General requirements for our competitions
meeting is to ensure that each competition runsofitho The following requirements apply to all our competis. If
We will hold a roll call to check that our list obntestants is the judges determine that you have failed to meet or
correct and complete. We will introduce the conimeti more of these requirements, they may assign atigala
officials and take care of any business (such asidg for penalty. ( see section P )
dance order, or drawing the names of contestants wit
dance twice to balance the number of leaders afwmivers
in a Jack & Jill preliminary round) We will also mounce
any last minute schedule changes and answer yastiqos.
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1. Minimum swing content requirements.This is a swing 5. Appropriate behaviour and attire. It is our desire to
dance event. Therefore, our judges will expect ée@ & encourage expressive and exciting dance perforrsance
minimum swing content in all our competitions, (eSthe without sacrificing quality of dancing and good te&asTo
NASDE statement of swing and recognized swing styke maintain this balance, we encourage to put on @ gbow (
section O.) Specific guidelines about swing contam¢ including humour where appropriate) but within tentext
provided under the format for each competitionislat the of presenting solid dance fundamentals.

judges’ discretion to determine whether or not hawve met

our swing content requirements. Failure to meefs tlBomedy routines ( for example, where a couple dance
requirement may earn a violation penalty. poorly on purpose for comic effect) are NOT allowed

2. Social dance skills emphasiur Jack & Jill, Strictly Our Competition Director or Chief Judge must approw

WCS and Strictly Lindy competitions are designed #mlvance, the use of any props in a routine.

showcase good social dance skills in spontaneousgsw

dancing. All dancing in these competitions showdsist of Keep in mind that all ages ( including young dargewill be

lead/follow moves. Prearranged choreography isahotved. present at our event, and that your performancé vl
recorded. Any action that our judges believe wonldke

3. Connection. Swing is a connected partner dance. Ydbem uncomfortable in a social dance setting ( sash

must maintain physical contact with your partneptighout inappropriate touching or simulating sexual beharionay

the dance, except for spins. Turns, short breakswagd earn a violation penalty.

recoveries. ( In strictly Lindy you may also breaintact for

acrobatic maneuvers.) Check with our Competition Director, Chief Judge; o
Contestant Representative in advance if you have an

4. Partner weight support moves (‘tricks’). Advanced questions regarding the acceptability of your chgraphy or

dancers sometimes use partner weight support ntovadd competition attire.

excitement to a performance. Like other patterigse

moves will be judged according to the standardeddtof L. Requesting a restart

timing, teamwork, and technique. Any moves thatjtlilges You may request a restart only in certain speaaks such

deems unsafe may earn a violation penalty. Wheaourbt, as: you break a shoe or lose a vital piece of itigthour DJ

leave it out. plays the wrong music ( or uses incorrect pitchtiabr) for
your routine; or our sound system fails during yoance.

We distinguish between two types of partner weglgport You may not request a restart simply because yau ar

moves: dissatisfied with your performance, partner or rousir
because you fail to remember your part of the nauti

4a. " In the air” support moves: In these moves, the feet of

one partner are clearly off the floor. Lifts, Adsiaand some You must request a restart prior to your deparftom the

acrobatic maneuvers are examples. “In the air” stppfloor, and the Chief Judge must approve your reguise

moves are allowed only in Strictly Lindy. Chief Judge may also call for a restart at any time

4b. “On the ground” support moves. In these moves, youM. Your competition music

and your partner both maintain physical contacthwte 1. Music for Jack & Jill, Strictly Lindy, and Stric tly WCS
floor. Drops, leans, circular movements, leveragi@tes, and competitions. Our competition DJ will select all music in
splits are examples. “On the ground” support moses advance for our Jack & Jill, Strictly Lindy and istly WCS
allowed in all competitions. However, any movesttti® competitions. Music for finals spotlight dances Iwile
judges deem unsafe may earn a violation penaltyeWWh approximately the same length of time for each tmuphe
doubt, leave it out. exact time of fade out is left to the DJ's disaatito
maximize the effectiveness of the music. If thegesl need
more time to determine their callbacks or finalcel@ents,
the Chief Judge may request that additional musiplayed.
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N. Our Judging criteria O. Definitions
You will be judged on the following criteria: 1. NASDE statement of swing( To be used to identify the
presence of swing in the NASDE competition divisiof
1. Timing. Swing is danced beginning no the downbe&wing is an American rhythm dance based on a fdiordaf
Good timing included not only dancing on the correeat 6-beat and 8-beat patterns that incorporate a wadiety of
but finer distinctions such as whether you are ohanto the rhythms built on 2-beat single, double, triple, ayeld and
syncopated ‘swing’ of the music. Your syncopatiansd blank rhythm units. The 6-beat patterns includeit(dre not
footwork also need to be on time. limited to ) passes, under arm turns, push breajien-to-
closed and closed-to-open position patterns. Thbe8t
2. Teamwork. Swing is a connected partner dancpatterns include ( but are not limited to ) whipging-outs,
Demonstrating this connection through lead/follow d&indy circles, and Shag pivots. Although they ao¢ part of
action/reaction with your partner is an expected paany the foundation of the dance as stated above, 2anebd-beat
swing dance competition. A balanced performancegie¢- extension rhythm breaks may be incorporated toneixte
and-take with your partner should be your goal.otgrg, pattern, to phrase the music, and/or to accenkbrea
disrespecting, or jeopardizing the safety of yowartmer
indicates poor teamwork. Compensating and adjustimg 2. Recognized styles of swing dancin@he following are
your partner is an expected component of good teakiw ~ some common names for styles of swing dancing altbim
our competitions: Balboa, Bal-swing, Bop, Caroli§aag,
3. Technique.How well you execute the movements in yoharleston, Dallas Push, East Coast Swing, HanctiDgn
dance constitutes technique. Good technique inslwlgan Hollywood Swing, Houston Whip, Imperial Swing, Jazz
execution of dance elements such as control onbaland Spaz, Jitterbug, Jive, Lindy, Lindy Hop, Rock-n-R&8avoy
weight, foot placement, body lines, and spins anist Style Lindy, Smooth Lindy and West Coast Swingydiu
dance a style of swing not listed here, you mayestthat
4. Choreography.Choreography is the selection and order e add it by talking to our Competition Directorhi€f
movements and transitions during your dance. Sultldge, or Contestant Representative before enaglide.
choreography may be spontaneous ( for exampleJach &
Jill ) or prearranged in a routine. Good choreolgyap3. Acrobatic maneuver.An acrobatic maneuver is any move
demonstrates an intimate connection with the mastt the where a dancer independently passes his or heotelgsdy
ability to match patterns and syncopations to thging of over and across the plane of either partner’'s h&achbatic
the music. It also includes identifiable swing pats in order maneuvers illustrate gymnastic abilities that asenormally
to provide variety and contrast. part of swing patterns in social dancing. Backd]ip
cartwheels, and deep backbends are examples. Aicroba
5. Music Interpretation. Good Musical interpretationmaneuvers are allowed only in Strictly Lindy, Lindy
consists of adjusting the flow of your dance totffie style Showcase, and Showcase. ( when offered ).
tempo, mood, and rhythm variations in the music.uYo
should strive to demonstrate the ability to heat enterpret 4. Aerial. An aerial is any move where one partner is lifted
nuances in the music throughout your dance. with the assistance of the other partner and thd bad torso
of the lifted partner is in a position higher thiwe waist of
6. Presentation.Creating an atmosphere of excitement hlie supporting partner. Aerials are allowed onlySimictly
inviting interest in your performance is the dediedfect of Lindy, Lindy Showcase, and Showcase ( when off¢red
good presentation. Good presentation begins wihbry
selection of appropriate attire. While providingg@eod show 5. Breakaway. A breakaway is any set of symmetrical or
is one aspect of presentation, it cannot substiiutegood complementary movements or footwork executed adter
dancing, You should aim primarily for demonstratingouple intentionally breaks contact. ( Breaking taoh for
positive chemistry as a couple. Gratuitous mugdimghe free spins or turns is not considered a breakaw@ggrt
audience or the judges may result in a lower scG@od breakaways are allowed in all our competitions. lgesy, the
sporting conduct before, during and after your éaiscalso judges may mark down excessive use of breakawayadk
an expected element of good performance. of variety.
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6. Costume A costume is any attire specifically designed
dance routines and that would not be worn for $alzacing.
Costumes are allowed in Lindy Showcase, Classid
Showcase ( when offered ). (Matching or complenrgn
outfits suitable for social dancing are not consdg
costumes and are allowed, although not require&tiictly
Lindy and Strictly WCS.)

7. Entrance. An Entrance is the initial, pre-choreograph
segment of a performance, where competitors foynaaiter
the floor and prepare to dance. Formal entranasliowed
only in Lindy Showcase, Classic, and Showcase (n
offered ). Acknowledging your partner, the judges,the
audience is not considered an entrance.

8. Exit. An exit is the final, pre-choreographed segmerd
performance, where competitors formally leave thoorf
Formal exits are allowed only in Lindy Showcaseadslic,
and Showcase ( when offered ) Acknowledging youtnes,
the judges, or the audience is not considered i&n ex

9. Lift. A lift is any move lasting longer than a full best
music where the feet of one partner are clearlytloéffloor
and the other partner supports the other partneightv Lifts
are allowed only in Strictly Lindy, Lindy Showcasand
Showcase ( when offered ). The following syncopeiand
patterns are not considered lifts: flea hops, bumoys, hee
clicks, Flying Lindy and it's adaptations to othswing
styles, jumps over the leg of a partner, and leyexfeslides.

10. Routine.A routine is any dance performance or segn
using prearranged choreography rather than spamiarf
lead/follow moves. Routines are allowed only imdy
Showcase, Classic, and Showcase ( when offerg
Coordinated footwork or mirror patterns from CanaliShag
are not considered a routine.

11. Side-by-sideA side-by-side is any set of symmetrical
complementary movements or footwork executed b
couple that is not part of a recognizable leadsfeliswing
dance pattern. Such segments are often executéd thet
partners next to each other, both facing the juddes side-
by-side ), but segments are often executed in othsitipas
( e.g. back-to-back, open position, closed positjoare
included in this definition for the purpose of therules.
Side-by-sides are allowed in all our competitiodswever,
the judges may mark down excessive use of sidaewyfer
lack of variety.

f@r. Penalties for errors and violations

If you fail to follow our rules, the judges may ass &
Penalty. Unless defined specifically elsewhere im aules,
tahe levels of severity and associated penaltieasfellows:

1. Error. An error is a minor and apparently unintentio
breach of the rules. Examples of errors includg:a(dorief
and unintended loss of contact with your partnengie the
adles requires contact); (b) a loss of balance;(@r a
momentary loss of composure. Errors may be perhljze
not ) at the discretion of each judge observingether.

he

2. Violation. A violation is a serious and apparen
intentional breach of the rules. Examples of violad are:
(a) Making a face or rude comment expressing unhapp

ofwith your draw of a particular partner or musicelestion in
a Jack & Jill;

(b) Behaving disrespectfully toward your partnenpther
competitor, a spectator, or a judge;

(c) Wearing an inappropriate outfit or costume;

(d) Competing while intoxicated or under the ibfige of
mood altering drugs;

(e) Using prohibited choreography, such as arifaiClasic
routine;

(f) Performing a ‘trick’ move that endangers youariper,
other competitors, or spectators;

(g) Choosing choreography that blatantly
contradicts the phrasing of the music; or

(h) Failing to include the required percentageeaiognizable
swing content in your dance.

lent

ndudges may assign violations at their discretiold eay
penalize a violation by a drop of one or more poss in

2dheir final placements. The penalty for a sevetation may
include being dropped out of the awards. ( For $itaand
Showcase couples this may include being droppetiitb
place so that no NASDE points would be earned.)

or

y3a Time Violation for routines. If our timekeepel
determines that your routine is less than five sdsaver ot
under the time limit, no penalty will be applietb(allow for
differences in music equipment ). If your routisemore than
five seconds over or under the time limit, you wié
assigned a violation penalty.

The Chief Judge will determine the number of platmebe
dropped based on the magnitude of the violatioe. Fdmalty
for a severe violation may include being droppetl aiuhe
awards. Penalties for time violations will be indagbn to
any penalties that the judges have assigned for
performance itself.

ignores

nal

tly

or
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You will have an opportunity to try out your musiefore the 8. If there is an imbalance in the number of leadand
competition ( see floor tryouts on the weekend dale. It followers signed up for any division, we will asknse
is your responsibility to ensure that your routimeets the contestants to dance twice. However, even if yame is
time requirements. not drawn, you should remain in the ballroom thiwug the
competition, in case any additional competitorsregeded at
All decisions of our competition officials are find No the last minute to dance again.
appeal will be allowed.
9. The Chief Judge will determine the exact numbgér
0. Format for our Jack & Jill competitions finalists after the scorer has tallied the resulfs the
1. Dancing in our Jack & Jill competitions shoubte callbacks.
lead/follow. Pre-choreographed routines are nobwai.
Note that the general requirements apply ( seéoseit) 10. In the finals, we will use a random drawingr(some
other random method ) to determine your partner. No
2. Our judges will expect to see at least 90% reizaple redraws will be permitted for any reason — it'skuaf the
swing content. For our WCS Jack & Jill divisionspajority draw. Finalists will be judged as couples.
of the swing content must be West Coast Swing. dwor
Lindy Jack & Jill, a majority of the swing contemust be in 11. For the Novice WCS, Intermediate WCS, MasteGS\V
a Lindy style ( Savoy, Smooth, Hollywood, etc.). and Lindy divisions, couples in the finals will daneither in
heats or in spotlight dances. We will announce fihals
3. You and your partner must maintain physical aontformat at the contestant meeting.
except for spins, turns, short breakaways, andvess.

12. For the Advanced WCS divisions, couples in fthals
4. ‘In the air’ partner weight support moves (djfaerials ) will dance in Spotlight dances.
and acrobatic maneuvers and NOT allowed. ‘On toaimg’
support moves ( such as drops ) are allowed (e&t®s K). R. Format for our Strictly WCS competition
However, you and your partner must both maintaigsigtal 1. All dancing in the Stricty WCS competitions siha be
contact with the floor during support moves. Suppaoves lead/follow, pre-choreographed routines are nobvedd.
must be lead/follow social dance patterns that thkesafety Note that the general requirements apply. ( setoset ).
of your partner and other couples into considenatiiny
moves that the judges deem unsafe may earn aigiola2. Our judges will expect to see at least 90% rezagple
penalty. When in doubt, leave it out. swing content.

5. Costumes are not allowed. However, competitiotiits 3. You and your partner must maintain physical aont
suitable for social dancing are acceptable. Appatgrattire except for spins, turns, short breakaways, andvex@s.
is required.

4. ‘In the air’ partner weight support moves (lifeserials)
6. For the Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced W@8d acrobatic maneuvers are NOT allowed. * On tohemg’
divisions, we plan to hold three rounds: prelimiegy support moves ( such as drops) are allowed ( SE®ISEK).
semifinals, and finals. For the Masters WCS, AlStWCS, However you and your partner must maintain physical
Champions WCS and Lindy divisions, we plan to hioid contact with the floor during support moves. Suppooves
rounds: semifinals and finals. However, we may #&mlcor must be lead/follow social dance patterns that thkesafety
omit a preliminary or semifinal round in any diwsj of your partner and other couples into considenatidny
depending on the number of entries. At the contéstenoves that the judges deem unsafe may earn a iviolat
meeting, we will announce the number of roundsataiged. penalty. When in doubt, leave it out.

7. During the preliminary and semifinal rounds, ysill 5. Costumes are not allowed. However matching or

dance in heats with several partners selected nalydo complementary competition outfits suitable for sbci
dancing are acceptable. Appropriate attire is regui
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8. The Chief Judge will determine the exact numbér T, Format for Lindy Showcase

finalists after the scorer has tallied the resulfs the 1. Routines performed in our Lindy Showcase
callbacks. competition should emphasize choreography that
highlights one or more forms of Lindy Hop ( the

original swing dance ). Patterns from related dance
such as Balboa, Bal-swing, or Charleston may ak&so b
incorporated into the routine.

9. For the Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced Biri/CS
divisions, couples in the finals will dance eitlieheats or in
spotlight dances. We will announce the finals fdraathe
contestant meeting.

S. Format for our strictly lindy competition 2. Our judges will expect to see at least 60%
1. All Dancing in our Strictly Lindy competition should b&ecognizable swing content in a Lindy style (Savoy,
lead/follow. Pre-choreographed routines are noowat. Smooth, Hollywood etc.). Note that the general
Note that the general requirements apply ( seéoseit) requirements apply (see section k).

2. Our judges will expect to see at least 9086 Your performance must be a minimum of 2 minutes
recognizable swing content in a Lindy style (Savagnd a maximum of 3 minutes, including and formal
Smooth, Hollywood etc.). entrance or exit.

3. You and your partner must maintain physical contakt Time and judging start from the first momentyofir
except for spins, turns, acrobatic maneuvers, shoerformance ( with or without music ). You and your
breakaways, and recoveries. partner may make separate entrances.

4. ‘In the air’ partner We|ght Support moves (Qifﬁeriab) 5. Once you make Conta@ou and your partner must
and acrobatic maneuvers and ‘On the ground’ SUppPOYesS maijntain physical contact except for spins, tumsobatic

( such as drops ) are allowed ( see_section K). é¥eW maneuvers, short breakaways, and recoveries.
support moves must be lead/follow social dancespatthat

take the safety of your partner and other coupl® ig |y the air partner weight support moves (djfaerials )
consideration. Any moves that the judges deem ensey anq acrobatic maneuvers and ‘On the ground’ suppoves
earn a violation penalty. When in doubt, leaveuit o ('such as drops ) are allowed (but not required ).

5. We may hold semifinal and final rounds, or fsmalnly, .
depending on the number of entries. At the cormesté' Costumes are allowed and encouraged. Appropriate

meeting, we will announce the number of roundsetoised. ttire is required.

6. Costumes are not allowed. However, matching &r Music must be recorded on a one-track CD and
complementary competition outfits suitable for sbciSUPPlied to the Competition DJ no later than the

dancing are acceptable. Appropriate attire is regui contestant meeting. Please furnish two identicgie
of your music ( one for backup ) The copies must be

marked with your names, the correct pitch contrdl (
applicable ) , and the competition you are enterifuu
are responsible for retaining additional practiopies.

7. During the semifinals, couples will be judges @n
callback basis during heats.

8. The Chief Judge will determine the exact number of . ) o
finalists after the scorer has tallied the resuifs the 9- YOu may reclalm_ your music frpm the Comp(?tltlon
callbacks. DJ after the competition. Any music not reclaimeitl w

be discarded at the conclusion of the event.
9. Couples in the finals will dance either in lseat in

spotlight dances. We will announce the finals fdratithe 10. Order of dance will be drawn during the coratest
contestant meeting. meeting.
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U. Format for our Cabaret Division

This Division is open to any style of dance exc:
Swing.

1. This division is as “Anything But Swing” divigio

a. dance performance such as Jazz dancing, S
Hustle, Hip Hop, Modern, Ballet, Latin, Ballroomce
is appropriate for this division.

2. Lifts, aerials, acrobatic moves,

breakaways, switching of partners,
lead/follow are all allowed.

3. Theater arts routines are allowed.

4. Competitors who are 14 years of age and undset |
perform with an adult ( 18 years or older ) throogih
the performance.

5. An entry may consist of a solo performer or npigt

performers

6. Routines must be a minimum of 3 minutes but
more than 5 minutes.

7. Choreographed entrances and exits count tow
the length of the routine. Exceeding the 5 min
maximum will result in a reduction in placementmg

begins as the first competitor enters the floor.

8. Competitors select their own music.

9. Costumes are required.

10 Minimum number of entries is 5.

drops, slid
and reve

V. Entering our_Strictly Triple Rhythm Swing
competition

Our Strictly Triple Rhythm Swing competitions a
designed to highlight skills in spontaneous Jiv&ast
Coast Swing dancing with a chosen partn
Competitors enter as a couple and dance to m
selected in advance by our Competition DJ.

We are offering three divisions. You may enter ol
one division. You must enter the division for whir
you or your partner qualifies. There is no limit thre
total number of entries in each division.

To enter you must be at least 13 years old. (Uf e

If you are entering other competitions, you mustad
with a different partner in each competition.

Because you choose your own partner there are no
restrictions on gender or lead. Traditional and-non

traditional couples are welcome. You and your pa
may choose lead, follow, or switch roles during n
dance.

1. Novice Strictly Triple Rhythm Swing. This
division is intended for dancers with lit®d
competition experience at the national level.

2. Intermediate Strictly Triple Rhythm Swing. This
division is intended for dancers with some prev
competition experience and success at the na
level.

3. Advanced Strictly Triple Rhythm Swing. This
division is for dancers with significant competn
experience and success at the national level.

W. Formation Swing Teams:

This is an open swing dance division and may W
Classic or Showcase rules. A team shall consis
minimum of 5 coupls. The division is open to a

number of dancers and any mixture of age and sexes.

Their routine must consist of 60% swing conl
Costumes or similar attire is required. Duratior
music and routine will be a minimum of 3 minutesl
a maximum of 4 mines. Dancers may compete in
division even if they are competing in ano
division.

promoter option ... If there are less than 5 tee
entered in the event, organizer reserves the g
cancel this competition.

under 18, you must have your parent or guardian’s

consent.)

Changes to these rulegve will make every effort to conduct all competitsin accordance with these rules.
However, we reserve the right to make changesitbateem necessary for any competition. If we needake
any changes we will post them on our Web sitedggible) or announce them at the event.
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